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Dear Members, 
In our February Newsletter we bring to you SAFE’s feedback to the
Commission on the EU risk assessment model in the food chain, where
we discuss EFSA’s lack of independence, transparency and credibility and
present our proposals to improve the EU risk assessment model. We also 
share with you SAFE’s feedback on the Commission Implementing Regulation
on Country of Origin Labelling, highlighting our concerns. Moreover, we
share our comments on an interesting amendment on “free
from” foods approved last week and inform you on the technical meeting
organised by EFSA this month, to which SAFE participated to discuss
the protocol to establish a cut-off value for intake of “free” sugars that
is not associated with adverse health effects. 

As part of its 2018 communication strategy, SAFE recently launched its
Twitter, Facebook and LinkedIn pages and changed the design of the
Member Newsletter, to improve your user experience and make the
Newsletter more enjoyable to read. We would be glad to receive your
feedback, so please feel free to share your comments and follow our
activities online.

We look forward to hearing from you. Enjoy reading.

Best wishes,
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Floriana Cimmarusti
Secretary General of SAFE

SAFE's feedback to the
European Commission's

Consultation on
"Transparency and

Sustainability of the EU risk
assessment model in the

food chain"

In January 2018, SAFE provided its feedback on the European Commission Consultation
titled “Transparency and Sustainability of the EU risk assessment model in the food
chain”, aimed at solving the concerns arising when assessing the safety and the security of
food and feed products in the European Union. Following the consultation, SAFE participated
in the ad hoc meeting of the Advisory Group on the food chain and animal and plant health
on Transparency and sustainability of the EU food and feed safety risk assessment model,

which took place on the 5th of February 2018 and was chaired by the DG SANTE Director for
Food Chain: stakeholder and international relations.

BACKGROUND: EFSA AND THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION CONSULTATION
The European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) was established in 2002 as the EU public and
independent risk assessment body in the EU food system. Its role is to evaluate food and feed
products that require a safety assessment before they can be used on the EU market. EFSA is
also tasked with collecting data on food consumption patterns, biological risk, contaminants in
food and feed, as well as residues. It is important to underline that EFSA does not perform the
scientific studies itself, as its role is to assess the available scientific studies (and data-
gathering methodologies) relating to a specific issue about food and feed safety. Therefore,
EFSA is tasked to perform an independent scientific peer review of the assessment report
produced by designated rapporteur Member State, in cooperation with all Member States. 

Read More
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European Commission's

implementing regulation 
on "Provision of voluntary

indication of the origin
or place of provenance
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of foods in the EU"

In February 2018, SAFE provided its feedback on the European Commission Implementing
Regulation on “Provision of Voluntary Indication of the Origin or Place of Provenance of Foods
in the EU”. While it is positive that this much-awaited proposal was finally published, the
implementing regulation does not solve several issues worthy of concern including the
“voluntary” character of the proposed Country-of-Origin Labels, the “EU and non-EU”
definition proposed in art. 1 and, above all, art. 2 (b) of the proposed implementing
regulation.

CONTEXT
The origin or place of provenance of food is a sensitive topic. Developed as a response to the
consumers’ request to know where the food they buy comes from, Country-of-Origin Labelling
(CoOL) is also a reaction to the multiple food crises that occurred in the last 25 years.
Furthermore, the CoOL plays an important role in helping Member States to prevent frauds and
to better regulate the market, which makes it a very important issue. Due to these reasons,
there has been an increase in the adoption of CoOL rules by Member States. Indeed, given the
fact that the Commission should have proposed the implementing regulation on “Provision of
Voluntary Indication of the Origin or Place of Provenance of Foods in the EU” already by

December 13th 2013, some Member States enacted regulations for mandatory CoOL on their
territories using the possibilities left open by article 39 of the FIC Regulation.

Read More

“Free-from” foods:
misleading information or

necessary guidance for
consumers?

On the 21st of February, 2018, the European Parliament’s ECON Committee approved an
amendment in Annual report on Competition Policy proposed by MEP Fulvio Martusciello (EPP),
which states as follows:
 
          “Amendement 278 (Paragraph 32a. protection of consumers against misleading or
suggestive advertising) Calls on the Commission to oblige advertisers to declare or list
only the characteristics of the ingredients actually present in the product and exclude
those that are not contained therein unless the presence or absence of certain ingredients
is related to congenital diseases”
 

https://www.scribd.com/document/372617299/PROVISION-OF-VOLUNTARY-INDICATION-OF-THE-ORIGIN-OR-PLACE-OF-PROVENANCE-OF-FOODS-IN-THE-EU#fullscreen=1


This would mean that food companies would not specify which ingredients are not present in a
product, unless this ingredient is related to congenital diseases. For example, labels such as
“GMO free”, “palm oil free”, “preservative free” would no longer be present on food products
as they could be considered as “misleading advertising”.
 
While as indicated the amendment aims to protect EU consumers, SAFE does not
understand how providing less information can help inform them better. If this report is
approved in plenary session in April, it will influence future laws which have a direct impact on
EU citizens. Although this report did not receive much media attention in the past week, we
will continue to follow the debate on “free from” foods in upcoming months.   

SAFE answers EFSA’s
draft protocol for the

assessment of
free sugars from

all dietary sources
 

On February 13th 2018, SAFE participated in a technical meeting organized by the European
Food Safety Authority (EFSA). This technical meeting was arranged to discuss EFSA’s Draft
Protocol for The Assessment of Free Sugars from All Dietary Sources, which is accessible
through the EFSA website. The aim of the assessment it to establish a cut-off value for intake
of “free” sugars that is not associated with adverse health effects. The meeting focused on the
methodology which EFSA will be utilising during their scientific investigation and did not
address any scientific opinion. SAFE will be submitting its comments on the protocol by the

March 4th 2018, deadline. The scientific opinion will be developed using the final version of
the protocol and will be the subject of a dedicated public consultation and technical meeting
sometime at the end of 2019.

BACKGROUND
In 2010, the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) concluded that it “could not establish a
correlation between high intake of sugar from solid food and weight gain” and that the
information presently available was “insufficient to set an upper limit for sugar based on its
effect on weight gain”. In subsequent years, however, a great amount of evidence-based
scientific organisations came out with opinions that contradicted EFSA’s original findings,
notably 2012 Nordic Nutrition Recommendation (NNR), the World Health Organisation (WHO)
2015 guidance, the British Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SCAN) recommendations
also from 2015, the Dietary Guidelines for Americans (DGA) 2015 to 2020 and Action on Sugar
2016. These opinions were forged on new evidence not available at the time of EFSA’s original
opinion in 2010. All the above listed organisations agreed on the need to set dietary
recommendations for added sugars, mainly to keep it below 10% of the energy (calorie) intake.
WHO and SCAN went one step further in recommending to reduce added sugars to below 5% of
the total energy intake.

Read More
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EU Projects 
 

There are few calls for EU projects open at the moment for application. Some
funding programmes are ending in a few years’ time, therefore the last funds available
before the creation of new programmes are being awarded now.  
 

Horizon 2020 is the biggest EU Research and Innovation program ever with nearly €80
billion of funding available over 7 years (2014 to 2020). There are different areas of
action of Horizon 2020, amongst them there are Food & Healthy Diet (under the Societal
Challenge 2) and the Food Security, Sustainable Agriculture and Forestry, Marine,
Maritime and Inland Water Research and the Bioeconomy initiative. 

Food and healthy diet research aims at generating new knowledge and innovation through
activities that will address the following issues:• Promoting informed consumer choices;•
Delivering strategic solutions for healthy and safe foods and diets for all;• Creating
opportunities for a sustainable competitive agri-food industry, through innovation in food
processing.  

Funding opportunities can be found here. Please note that new opportunities are
available since the last newsletter: there are calls open for Blue Growth (H2020-BG-2018-
2020), Rural Renaissance (H2020-RUR-2018-2020) and Sustainable Food Security (H2020-
SFS-2018- 2020). 

The Consumer Programme 2014-2020, with a budget of €188,8 million,
supports EU consumer policy. It is managed by the CHAFEA (Consumers, Health,
Agriculture and Food Executive Agency) and aims to help the citizens to fully enjoy their
consumer rights and actively participate in the Single Market, thus supporting growth,
innovation and meeting the objectives of Europe 2020. CHAFEA also will fund Nutrition-
focused projects. The programme focuses on four key areas: 

A single market of safe products for the benefit of citizens and as a component of
competitive businesses and traders; 

A single market where citizens are well represented by professional
consumer organisations whose capacity is built to meet the challenges of today's
economic environment;  

A market where citizens are aware and exercise their rights as consumers so that
they contribute to the growth of competitive markets, citizens must enjoy access
to redress mechanisms in case of problems without needing to resort to Court
procedures which are lengthy and costly for them and the governments;  

A concrete and effective collaboration between national bodies to support the
enforcement of consumer rights, support the consumers with advice. 

Promotion of Agriculture Products EU-funding is provided for information
provision and promotion measures concerning agricultural products implemented in the
internal market and in third countries with the main objective of enhancing the
competitiveness of the Union agricultural sector. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/index.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-bg-2018-2020.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-rur-2018-2020.html
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/calls/h2020-sfs-2018-2020.html


The specific objectives are: 

Increase awareness of the merits of Union agricultural products and of the high
standards applicable to the production methods in the Union; 

Increase the competitiveness and consumption of Union agricultural products and
certain food products and to raise their profile both inside and outside the Union; 

Increase the awareness and recognition of Union quality schemes; 

Increase the market share of Union agricultural products and certain food
products, specifically focusing on those markets in third countries that have the
highest growth potential; 

Restore normal market conditions in the event of serious market disturbance, loss
of consumer confidence or other specific problems. 

Financial support is provided to organisations representative of the agricultural
sector(s) concerned on the national or EU level to implement information and promotion
campaigns. The co-financing budget for 2016 was 111 million EUR and for 2017 133
million EUR are foreseen. The budget will further increase in the coming years. 
 

Other funds may be provided through the EU Food Chain Funding initiative (no calls
open for the moment). Funds are also available in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP),
as well as through various parallel initiatives (no calls open for the moment), including an
increase of organic farming in Europe. There is also some financing through the Rural
Development programme. 

Finally, through this link you will find funding opportunities on Stimulating the Innovation
Potential of SMEs for Sustainable and Competitive Agriculture, Forestry, Agrifood and Bio-
based sector.  

EU Events

11th World Congress on Agriculture & Horticulture 
5th-7th March, Paris, France  
The Congress has been designed to focus various scientific tracks covering major areas of
research on Plant and Agricultural Sciences. Agri World 2018 aims to accelerate scientific
discoveries and major milestones in the current situation, challenges and innovations
relating to agriculture and its relevant areas. 
Conference Highlights: Plant Biotechnology, Sustainable Agriculture, Agronomy and Crop
Sciences, Greenhouse & Horticulture, Applied Plant Science, Plant Tissue Culture, Seed
Science & its advancements, Biofertilizers and Biopesticides, Plant Pathology and
Entomology, Agriculture Engineering & its Applications and more.  

You can register here 
And find more information about the conference on this link  

Closing Loops – Recipe for a Truly Circular Economy 
6th March, Brussels , Belgium 
Taking place in the Business & Conference Centre of the Bluepoint Brussels, this major
event will feature high-level policy makers and influential recycling industry executives.
Particular emphasis will be put this year on the different ingredients needed across the
value chain to move towards a genuine circular economy. In addition, unparalleled
networking opportunities offered by EuRIC Annual Conference will allow you to make the
most of single-day conference. 

http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/agrip/index.html#c,calls=hasForthcomingTopics/t/true/1/1/0/default-group&hasOpenTopics/t/true/1/1/0/default-group&allClosedTopics/t/true/0/1/0/default-group&+PublicationDateLong/asc
https://ec.europa.eu/food/funding_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/cap-funding/funding-opportunities_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/eu-funding/eu-funding-and-the-new-cap_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/organic/index_en
https://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/rural-development-2014-2020_en
http://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/portal/desktop/en/opportunities/h2020/topics/smeinst-07-2016-2017.html
https://agriculture-horticulture.conferenceseries.com/europe/registration.php%C2%A0
https://agriculture-horticulture.conferenceseries.com/europe/%C2%A0


You can register here  and find more information on the event here

EFSA 121st plenary meeting of the GMO Panel  
7th- 8th March 2018, Parma, Italy  

Here you can find the draft agenda of the meeting. 

EFSA Panel on Plant Protection Products and their Residues 
14th-15th March, Parma, Italy  

Here you can find the draft agenda of the panel  

VIVA VEGAN FESTIVAL  
17th-18th March 2018, London, UK  
Since 1994, Viva! has been campaigning to end the suffering of farmed animals. 
Viva! is positively vegan and helps people reduce their meat, fish, dairy and egg intake
and move towards a kind, compassionate, healthy diet. Viva! Vegan Festivals were born
out of the wish to equip people with all the info they need to change themselves or to
bring about change in others.  Their shows provide all the information anyone could ever
want about going, being and staying vegan – or moving in that direction.  They show
people first-hand how animals are suffering in and how healthy and delicious a vegan diet
actually is.  

You can find more information on the event here 

European Consumer Days 2018  
20th March, Sofia, Bulgaria  
On 20 March 2018 the European Economic and Social Committee will join forces with the
Bulgarian Economic and Social Council to host the 20th edition of European Consumer
Day. This conference will focus on the impact of the digital economy on European
consumers. 

Find more information here  
Registration is open until the 14th of March  

The Vegan Society – Nutrition in Medicine conference  
23rd March, London, UK  

A conference highlighting the role of plant nutrition in the prevention and treatment of
some of our commonest diseases. There will be a number of talks and case studies
presented by health professionals. The conference is aimed mainly at health professionals
who want to improve their knowledge on the role of nutrition in healthcare and meet
like-minded individuals.   

Here you can find more info on the event. 
You can buy tickets for the event here.

SME Organics ‘Using action Plans to Develop ORGANICS’  
23rd March, from 9:00 to 13:00 at Business Europe, Brussels, Belgium 
The event will look at how Organic Action Plans can help SMEs and the wider
European agri-food sector to stimulate high quality food production, rural job creation,
environmental protection, climate action and animal welfare by taking a more
coordinated approach. Action plans do this by providing a framework for integrating
different policies into a broader policy picture. They also help in setting
common objectives, targets and actions that serve the organic sector’s needs and meet
public policy goals in a specific country or region. 

https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/closing-loops-event-registration#registration%C2%A0
https://www.euric-aisbl.eu/component/content/article/2-uncategorised/186-closing-loops-recipe-for-a-truly-circular-economy-186?Itemid=101
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180307
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180307
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180314%C2%A0
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180314
https://www.viva.org.uk/festivals/london-shoreditch-2018%C2%A0
https://www.eesc.europa.eu/en/agenda/our-events/events/european-consumer-day-2018%C2%A0
https://www.vegansociety.com/whats-new/events/nutrition-medicine-conference%C2%A0
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/nutrition-in-medicine-conference-tickets-41175266330%C2%A0


Register here before the 16th March 2018 
You can find more information here

Annual Forum for the Future of Agriculture  
27th March, Brussels, Belgium  
FFA provides a platform for ideas and discussion on a range of issues from policy reform
to innovative practices in the field. The 11th edition of the FFA will continue this
tradition by focusing on ways to deliver sustainable farming and healthy food, meeting
the many challenges that face us all. The event comes at a time when real action is
needed to put the UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) into practice and a new
cycle of reform of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) is starting to take shape. This is
coupled with growing public interest in farming practices, along with increased
environmental awareness and health consciousness. 

More info and registration here 

Twitter Facebook LinkedIn Website

Contact

Mundo B
Rue d’Edimbourg 26 1050 Brussels Belgium

Phone: 
+32 (0)2 893 10 58
+32 (0)2 893 08 81

Website: www.safefoodadvocacy.eu

Secretary General: Floriana Cimmarusti 
floriana.cimmarusti@safefoodadvocacy.eu 

Follow us on social media
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